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Gold Coast Succulent & Bromeliad Society Inc. (GCSBS)                                    
PO Box 452, Helensvale Plaza, QLD 4212 
 

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE  

President John Hodgkinson 
gcsbs.president@gmail.com 
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Secretary Treasurer & 
Membership Enquiries 
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Diane Monk, Graeme Synold, 
Peter Wright & Noreen Wright 
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Barcodes: Silvia Nelson & Heather Condon 

Onsite Sales Support Rob Kelly & Graeme Synold 

Offsite Sales Coordinators Wendy Perske & Peter & Noreen Wright 

Kitchen Coordinator Suzann Baker 

Librarian Tania Barter 

Raffle & Plant Minding Julie Burnett & Janette Fowler 

Plant Stewards Graeme Synold & Peter Wright 

Publicity Officer Jen Burrows 

Patron Bobby Powell 

Life Members 
Narelle Aizlewood, Wendy Hansen,  
Mary Nicholson & Neville Ryan 

 
 

 
Send your photographs for consideration for publication or even as the front cover 

feature! Articles for consideration for publication are also VERY welcome….email the 
Editor. 
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President’s Page ……. 
 
 
 

 

I am writing this on 24 February, so some comments might not be relevant by the 
time that you read this page. We will send any updates to you via email or on the 
Facebook page and the website. 
I feel the need to make the above comment because the rules and guidelines that we 
live with these days can change from week to week and even day to day. Since March 
2020 this has been our new “normal”, and it is likely that this state of rapid change 
will remain with us for a long time into the future. The need for each one of us to 
keep up-to-date with societal rules and guidelines has never been greater, and the 
best way, I believe, to do that is to get your information from a variety of reputable 
sources. Our 2021 and 2022 normal will continue to be very different from our 2019 
normal. 
And this need for high quality information brings me to my next point. On behalf of 
everyone in the GCSBS, I have to send a huge thank you to our new Bromlink Editors – 
Rosie Kelly and Glenn Wilkinson. It is really marvellous of them to volunteer to 
undertake the roles of Co-Editor for us. I know that they have some innovative ideas 
for Bromlink, and I look forward to seeing them implement them in future issues. 
Bromlink is our “flagship” method of communicating with all our members. 
In saying that, I also have to send a sincere thank you to Jen Burrows and Lynne Elias 
for their contribution last year, and to True Grant, our Bromlink Editor for the past 
several years before. The role of Editor is one of a series of ongoing, regular tasks, 
with deadlines that seem to arrive all too quickly and high-quality periodical was 
delivered to us 6 times each year, and it was always a pleasure to read the contents. 
Thank you very much, from all of us! 
By the time that you read this, we will have had our first GCSBS General Meeting for 
over a year. It will also have been our postponed 2020 Annual General Meeting. The 
elections for our Committee will have taken place during that meeting, and I thank 
the 2021 office bearers for undertaking their roles. The next AGM and elections will 
be at the September 2021 meeting, and it would be great if some more new people 
join the committee. It is vital that the GCSBS continue to provide a variety of activities 
and facilities for its members, and to do that we need people to join the committee. 
The format of the society and its meetings might have to change, as they already 
have had to do because of the rules and guidelines around the pandemic, but I hope 
that you continue to support your society in whatever way that you can. 
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Meanwhile, our bromeliads and succulents are still growing, and they still need our 
care and affection. They are the main reason for the existence of the GCSBS, and ways 
that we can help you grow your plants and your knowledge of them is our main 
reason for meeting each month and for sending you helpful information.  
Please keep yourself and your community safe, and we’ll get through this global crisis 
time together. 
John Hodgkinson 

 
 

 
 
 
March 2021 
4th     GCSBS Committee meeting, Helensvale Community Centre, north meeting room 
            9.30am   
20th Bromeliad Society of QLD Autumn Sale, Belmont Shooting Complex. 8am – 4pm 
21st Bromeliad Society of QLD Autumn Sale, Belmont Shooting Complex. 8am – 1pm 
27th   GCSBS General meeting, Helensvale Community centre. Time to be finalised 
 
April 2021 
1st GCSBS Committee meeting, Helensvale Community Centre, north meeting room 
          9.30am               
24th GCSBS General meeting. The Helensvale centre is soon to undertake repairs so                                                   
          at this stage the April meeting will take place Labrador Community hub. Further         
details to be announced. 
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The 

Pond 
 

 
 
 

Hello from the Pond 
So this is your new team 

Rosie Kelly and Glenn Wilkinson 
We see The Pond as a gathering place of friends where we can share stories,  

tell tales and have a bit of splash about fun, and the more folks at the Pond the 
better. 

As you read through this edition you will notice some changes in how we are 
presenting things, from the new thicker and stronger hard cover, to glossier paper 

and more pages and content. We sure hope you like these changes. 
Being recently retired it’s time for me to step up, and do my part in helping the 

society remain solid, and while I can happily chat away for hours about Broms, I know 
not much about IT, so I have dragged my mate Glenn along for help with the tech 

savvy stuff. Glenn and I have big shoes to fill in taking on this role. Jen and Lynne did a 
great job for the last 12 months and we would like to thank them for their 

contribution. 
 

If you have some great photos to share, or think you could write a story for us, or 
have even found an interesting story to share, then we would love to hear from you. 

You can find us at gcsbs.bromlink@gmail.com 
 

We have some exciting things planned over the coming months so stay tuned. 
So get yourself a cuppa, pull up a lily pad and enjoy The Ponds first edition of 

Bromlink 
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Aussie Garden Legends 
 

We are incredibly fortunate here in Australia to have people who have enabled us, 
in one way or another to collect plants. From the creative hybridisers, the generous 
educators or the importers, these folk have all encouraged us to keep collecting.  
This is the beginning of a series where you will meet some of these people, learn of 
their histories and gain some insight into their lives and their collections.  
Every edition we will feature an Aussie, who in some way have helped our 
collections grow. You will read about people of whom you may not know or met, 
but you may grow one or a number of plants they have either imported or 
hybridised. Some of our stories are historical, and the person has passed away, 
while others are very much with us and continue their great work. 
The first story will feature our very own Queenslander Olive Trevor. Olive for many 
years, alongside her husband Len, ran the very successful Olive Branch Nursery.  
The nursery has now been handed over to her granddaughter Rebekah, who has 
generously helped me with this article. Olive has long been affectionately labelled 
the “Bromeliad Queen”, and she will always be that to me.  I do hope you enjoy 
reading the article as much as I did 

 

Olive Trevor 
Born to a plant loving mum, it was definitely in Olive’s blood to continue this 
tradition. For many years Olive grew a wide range of potted plants, and always 
looking out for different ones to add to 
her collection.  
The early 1970’s saw Olive build her 
first shade house and this was filled 
with mainly orchids and begonias and 
the odd Bromeliad that had been 
gifted to her.  
It was Len who first noticed the eye 
catching Bromeliad display at the 
Brisbane Ekka, but it wasn’t long 
before they were both completely 
hooked and by the mid 1970’s Olives 
passion for Bromeliads was obvious. In 
those early days, Bromeliad collecting 
was not easy in Australia. Olive soon 
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made contacts and travelled widely through Australia to meet these people and of 
course purchase new plants.  
In 1979, Olive along with a fellow society member set out to import a large shipment 
of plants from German nurseryman Hans Gulz. After very successfully quarantining 
the precious cargo and gaining confidence, this was very quickly followed by a second 
order from Kents Nursery in California in USA. It was clear that the plants thrived here 
in Australia, and these 2 shipments were the first of countless others over many years 
to come. 
Then in 1981, The Olive Branch was born, and their hobby progressed into a business. 
Bromeliads gained much popularity and the business thrived with more and more 
people wanting these easy to grow plants. Olive commenced selling by mail orders 
and employing more staff as the business continued to grow. Aechmea fasciata and 
Wallesia cyanea, were the favourites of the day. These plants continue to grow and 
are still popular nearly 40 years on.  
1981 also saw the very first Australian Bromeliad conference, held in Melbourne, 
which Olive attended. Here she met the many people she had spoken to by phone 
and met many new friends. The second conference was set in Sydney 2 years later 
and Olive was a guest presenter speaking about her growing experiences of Vriesea.  
The next decade flew by with Olive and Len, not only caring for their growing family 
and their business, but also working tirelessly for the Bromeliad Society of 
Queensland (BSQ). Len and Olive first became members in February 1976. Olive took 

to the society with great enthusiasm taking on 
senior roles on the committee and as President 
for several years. Both Olive and Len have been 
active and valued members of the BSQ, 
contributing to competitions, speaking at 
meetings, hosting study groups, judges training 
days and more. Olive’s love for bromeliads 
encouraged her to become an Internationally 
Accredited Bromeliad judge and from there she 
held the position at the BSQ’s chief judge for 
many years 
Then in 1986, Olive embarked on her first 
overseas Bromeliad trip, visiting growers and 
nurseries in South America and USA and 
securing new additions to import back into 
Australia. Olive looks back on this trip fondly 
and the wonderful part of it all was that she 
was finally able to meet people face to face and 
of course meet more great contacts from 
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around the world.  This trip was the first of many overseas Bromeliad trips to visit 
nurseries and attend world conferences and of course reunite her with her many 
friends.  
Olive has also had the privilege of landscaping gardens in Brisbane. The requests for 
her to plant gardens were after she was invited onto Burke’s Back yard, a weekly 
Australian gardening and lifestyle programme broadcast both on television and on 
radio. Olive was given ample publicity by Don Burke and her notoriety rose. The first 
project was the Brisbane King George Square and this was then followed by another 
successful mass planting in the Brisbane Mall. More projects followed such as Mount 
Cootha Botanical gardens, the original riverside botanical gardens, Roma Street 
parklands and the Governor General’s residence, many of these gardens are still 
looking stunning many years on.  
It was through the protracted drought period  in South east Queensland from 2001-
2007 that bromeliads again became very popular, when gardeners realised that they 
require much less water than other plants, and could survive where many other 
plants would not.  Olive’s love of bromeliads has continued over many decades and 
through these she has imported many new varieties to share and in addition to this 
she has developed new plants for release onto the world market.  
Fast forward to 2017, where Olive’s failing health caused her to step back from her 
nursery work and sell The Olive Branch to her granddaughter Rebekah. Although 
unable to attend meetings, both Len and Olive’s love and dedication to the BSQ 
remain. Len now spends his days tending to his beloved chooks, while Olive still 
enjoys tending to her vast garden. 2017 also saw both Len and Olive given the 
incredible honour of being appointed patrons of the BSQ  
On the 7th June 2020, Olive was presented with an Order of Australia award, 
recognising her invaluable service to horticulture through her cultivation of 
Bromeliads.  
I believe this award could not have gone to a more deserving person and am so 
grateful for the lifelong 
investment she has made to 
the Bromeliad world.  
 

 
 
 

The Beautiful Olive 
Trevor with a beautiful 

Neoregelia Olive Trevor 
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A Moment with... 

 
This edition we spotlight one of our 
succulent growers…Alyssa Luck. Alyssa is 
very passionate about growing her 
plants and is one of the younger 
members in our society. If you don’t 
think you know Alyssa, I am sure you 
would have noticed her smile. Alyssa is 
always smiling and radiates joy.  Go on 
up and say hi, after all, that’s what being 
in a society is all about, making new 
friends. 
 

1. How did you get started 
growing?                                            
I started growing plants when I was 7 to 8 years old back in the Philippines, 

and I remember my first plants were succulents (Echeveria and Graptopetalum) 
and Chrysanthemum cuttings that I propagated from left over funeral bouquet 

during the all souls day in the Philippines. After I came to Australia I went to an 
orchid show and met a lovely couple, Noreen and Peter Wright selling cacti and 

succulents. We started 

chatting and I asked how to 
become a member of GCSBS 

and voila the next month I 
enquired and joined. 

2. How do you grow or 

display your plants? 
Growing plants is very 

challenging because too 
much light will burn the plant 

and less light will make the 

plant elongated and will ruin 
the form and colour, so what 

I do is I always find a right 
place for my plants. We have 

limited space as we are 
renting here in Queensland, 

and recently I constructed my 
own small shade house.  
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3. Favourite plant?  My taste changes from time to time lol, but my favourite 

at the moment are plants from the Maranta Family (Calatheas).  But in the 
world of Cacti it will be the Genus Gymnocalycium and Bromeliad family would 

be the Genus Vriesea and Alcantarea. 

4. What do you wish you knew when you first started growing?  I wish I 

knew that there were plant societies and plant groups to join which would assist 
me with my plant culture and plant journey. 

5. Best piece of advice you have been given either in life, or to do with 

your plants? 

      *In Life: Never try to please others, just be true to yourself and others will 

be pleased. 

      * Plants: Airflow, air movement 
and aeration, and do not overwater. 

Look what your plant needs, do not 
necessarily stick with rules because 

not all rules are applicable to all 
growing conditions. 

6. Surprise fact about me?  I am a 
proud Transgender woman and I am 

Miss Trans Australia International 
2016 First Runner up.  

 

  

The race for the prestigious honour of 2021 membership badge photo winner has 
been run and won. There were many beautiful 
succulent entries and thank you for your 
contributions, but folks there can be only 1 
champion …….. 
Congratulations to Peter & Noreen Wright 
with your entry of an Astrophytum capricorne 
var. senillis. So beautiful, and we get to look at it 
all year, well done to all. Your new badges will be 
available at the next general meeting.          

Mammillaria bocosana crest 
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Succulent Bird Cages 

                         with Frances Wilson 
 
Succulents are perfect for planting in a hanging birdcages, mainly due to their 
drought tolerant capabilities.  I enjoy making these birdcages, and have several 
through my garden and also sell at the markets. Be creative though and don’t limit 
yourself to just birdcages. This is how I make my succulent birdcages                                                                                                                               

 
Things you will need.                                                                                                                                                                                  

1. A decorative birdcage, now you can buy these everywhere, but I tend to buy from 
marketplace, second hand shops or online i.e. eBay. They certainly don’t need to be 
brand new, and you will be surprised at how well they clean up with a fresh coat of 
plant.  Preferably look for one with a top opening, as it makes it easier to get the 
plants in 
2. Coir basket liner.                                                                                                                                                                         
3. Sphagnum moss. (I prefer the brand from Bunnings)                                                                                                                   
4. Succulent potting mix.                                                                                                                                                                 
5. Plants                                                                                                                                    
   
Step 1 - Cut coir liner to fit the bottom off the cage.                                                                                                            
Step 2 - Use the soaked sphagnum moss to line the sides to the desired height. Press 
firmly to mould the sides to hold in the soil.                                                                                                                                                                                      
Step 3 - Fill in the created space with free draining mix.                                                                                                            
Step 4 - Now this is the fun part, and where you can get all creative. I like to use the 
thriller, filler, spiller, approach. Any succulents will do well, just choose ones that you 
like the colours and shapes of. First of all I plant the trailing succulent (spiller) to spill 
out the sides. Then I plant my wow factor succulent (thriller). Usually in 3’s as its 
looks better in odd numbers and is more aesthetically pleasing to the eye, and they 
then become my focal point. Next I fill in (filler) with smaller succulents such as 
Sedums.  Try to fill the area in well, and not having too much soil showing 
Step 5 - The final step is to top dress with moist sphagnum moss, pressing firmly so as 
to hold the plants in place (you can use hardened off cuttings as well as rooted 
plants) 
Step 6 - I like to add a little bird which just gives your birdcage that little bit of 
whimsy. Now all you have to do is find a suitable spot to hang your creation and enjoy 
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Australia is a huge land mass with different climate zones. The northern section of 
Australia has a more tropical influenced climate, hot and humid in the summer, and 
quite warm and dry in the winter, while the southern parts are cooler with mild 
summers and cool, sometimes rainy winters. Apart from that, we all have our own 
micro climates. Growing in Australia can be challenging and sometimes difficult, 
and it seems that lots of people from all climates like to grow our tropical favourite 
plants Bromeliads. This series will be looking at different gardeners around 
Australia and how they manage to grow our tropical plants. From Darwin to 
Adelaide, from Perth to Melbourne, they are all having a go at growing Bromeliads. 
The first story in this series comes from Alice McGlashan. 
Alice lives near Canberra in the ACT, can you believe anyone would consider 
growing bromeliads down there? But clearly Alice is giving is doing pretty well. 
Alice, works as an advisor in a climate change mitigated legislation role and also 
environmental education. Her passion is making sure birds in the wild have 
adequate nesting places and she leads an army of people who ensure this happens. 
She is also a very keen photographer. This is what Alice has to say  
  
 I absolutely adore tropical rainforests, for the diversity of all species - vegetation and 
critters. And the green! Meanwhile my current home near Canberra is in a very dry 
location with extremes of heat (max 44 degrees) and cold (min -15 degrees), and 
times of very low humidity, 15% and under.  

There is no way most tropical plant 
species would be happy with even 
moderated indoor conditions at my 
place. And I would not have the 
capacity to cater to their needs. Which 
is why I've picked bromeliads, being 
epiphytes that can handle some 
fluctuations in conditions without 
threatening to die frequently. 
 
My house has big north facing 
windows, and good insulation. My 
Covid times work from home office 
space on the second floor has big north 
facing windows and a small west facing 
gable window. This room is lovely and 
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warm through winter, while not too hot over 
summer so long as the windows are open for 
the afternoon breezes. This is where most of 
my bromeliad collection lives. I also have an 
expanding downstairs collection, all along the 
north facing front windows. 
 
There are shaded nooks for Guzmanias and 
Cryptanthus, spots with dappled part-day 
light for Vrieseas, a bright morning sunny 
zone for some Neos, Goudeas, Aechmeas and 
Tillandsias. Also a bright late afternoon 
dappled sunny spot for the sun-lovers, with 
really dappled spill-over afternoon sunlight 
for some Vrieseas, Aechmeas and Tillandsias.  
I do move them around a few times until the 
right spot is found for that bromeliad. Some reactions are pretty immediate such as 
leaf scalding, don't like afternoon sun! The no growth reaction over weeks is less 
obvious, but also means the bromeliad is unhappy but is surviving... kinda for now. 
The light changes by season too. I will need to move plants around to receive their 
preferred level of light as the sun tracks lower or higher in the sky across the year.  
I've set most of the pots up with large saucers with a layer of driveway gravel - 
crushed bricks, to create a humid microclimate around each plant. And I group 
several pots together - never individually, so they create a localised humid space - 
being tropical jungle dwellers.   
 
With watering, too dry is forgiven much more than too wet. I run around once a 

week, give all a good vase flush out, 
and water the potting medium too. 
And more frequently add water to 
the gravel in the pot saucers as this 
goes dry. The wood mounted 
Tillandsias get sprayed most days.  
There is the occasional fatality but 
generally we are a happy bunch. 
More recently also including some 
frogs that have decided to move 
inside and live in my bromeliads. 
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Power of the Pine 
 
There are many great wonders in the 
Bromeliaceae family and the Ananas 
comosus is surely 1 of those great wonders. 
We see them everywhere. Plates, T-shirts, 
home decoration you name it, the Pine is IN!  
History shows that Australia first seen the 
small rough leafed variety Pineapple in the 
1820’s and by the 1840’s commercial 
growing had begun in Brisbane. By the late 
1850’s we seen the addition of the first large, 
smooth-leaf variety known as Smooth 
Cayenne introduced to Australia from Kew 
Gardens. To this day Smooth Cayenne still 
makes up 69% majority of pineapples grown 
in Australia and this is largely due to canning 
fruit but as everything evolves, so do Pineapples and we are seeing a lot more hybrids 
entering the fresh market and claiming their share as people are moving to a fresh fruit. 
With approximately 75 commercial Pineapple farms in Australia, all but 1 are 
positioned in QLD and the 1 lone soldier lives in N.T. All of the fruit produced in Australia 
stays in Australia. As we know many bromeliad species are from South America and so 
it seems fitting to speak with a local and see how he is continuing the pursuit of 
Pineapple excellence. I’ve had the pleasure in being able to talk with the great Brazilian 
Botanist, Bromeliad grower and Ananas specialist Pedro Nahoum to share his Ananas 
adventures. Pedro is a Brazilian native born in Niterói, (close to Rio de Janeiro ) and 
operates 2 nurseries, the 1st is 1.6hectare shade house nursery with the 2nd being 
11hectares of fields comprising of Ananas plantations, ornamental Ananas and cacti, 
Aloe and sun tolerant bromeliads fields (Aechmea, Alcantarea, Dyckia, Neoregelia, 
Orthophytum, Portea). 
 
 
At what age did your Ananas journey begin?   I can go back to 1986, when my father 
got as a gift a landscaping bromeliad collection from a friend of his that worked with 
Burle-Marx, the world famous Brazilian landscaper, and there were Ananas 
bracteatus variegated and A. erectifolius (nowadays many scholars are following the 
new taxonomy of the genus, but I’m still with Smith and Downs - for me wild species 
cannot be varieties of a domesticated species like A. comosus). I was 15 years old, 
and liked the orange-red foliage of A. erectifolius. Two years later, I was studying 
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bromeliad species at the mountains of my family’s farm, and discovered a beautiful 
wild A. bracteatus with caramel foliage, red bracts and yellow eyes! In the beginning 
of 1992 me and my father César, a physician and painter / sculptor that loves botany, 
decided to start a Bromeliad nursery, and hired a tissue culture lab to do 3 different 
bromeliads: Neoregelia ‘Royal Burgundy’, Aechmea ramosa x fulgens and Ananas 
erectifolius. So, at the end of that year I was growing TC young plants of A. erectifolius 
and did a cross of it with my native A. bracteatus - my first Ananas hybrid called 
Ananas 'Ancestral', the beginning of the ornamental lineages of the genus. 
Since 1991 I was travelling through Eastern Brazil as a roadie of Elton Leme and Luiz 
Claudio Marigo field trips, helping them for their already classic book "Bromeliads in 
Brazilian Wilderness", so in 1992 we did an expedition to the mountains of Minas 
Gerais State with Elton, my master in the bromeliads, and Dr. Gregory Brown, from 
Wyoming University (USA), a very nice guy and a world renowned researcher of 
Bromeliaceae cytogenetics. We spent some days in the woods, and I learned a lot 
from them. I also discovered that pineapple species Ananas comosus has some sterile 
triploids (3n) and tetraploids (4n) varieties, but many of them are fertile diploids (2n) 
like most of the species of the genus.  
That day I decided to make Ananas hybrids for landscaping and start to collect 
pineapple varieties - that's when everything started. 
 
Why did you start your Ananas breeding Program? - In 1991 I went back to Rio de 
Janeiro after some years studying biology at the University of São Paulo, and was 
introduced to one of the most important scholars of bromeliad history: Elton Leme, 
an excellent person and a wonderful master. Since the late 1980's I was very involved 
into conservation biology and was in the group of people that founded in Rio de 
Janeiro the Brazilian Bromeliad Society (Sociedade Brasileira de Bromélias - SBBr), an 
association that since the very first beginning would join horticulture, science and 
conservation. At that time we were having very serious threats to wild bromeliads 
populations due to illegal excavation for landscaping use. Many species such as 
Alcantarea imperialis, Aechmea blanchetiana, Ananas bracteatus and Neoregelia 
cruenta were being removed by the thousands from Nature!  
I was the Conservation Biology director of our Brazilian Bromeliad Society and started 
to produce native species to fight the illegal commercialization. In 1994 we had the 
first results, the wholesalers, retailers and landscapers loved the perfectly grown 
plants, and I decided to get deep into bromeliad business - and realised also that 
hybrids could catch the attention of the people, and leave wild species protected.  
So I got strongly into Ananas, Alcantarea, Neoregelia and Orthophytum hybridizing.  
Also, in December of 1994, I made a trip to the USA with my father César and our 
dear friend Elton - we visited many nurseries in Florida and California, and, after that, 
I went with our great friend Dennis Cathcart, owner of the word famous nursery 
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Tropiflora, in Sarasota (Florida), to visit 
several Latin American countries and see 
what’s going in Bromeliad business there. 
We saw giant Tillandsia shade houses in 
Guatemala, wonderful bromeliad 
collectors in Venezuela, and I met two 
guys that became very dear friends and 
are probably the best in the world in 
bromeliad breeding and growing: Chester 
Skotak, in Costa Rica, and Franz Grouber, 
in Colombia. Both taught me a lot and 
their friendship is more important than 
any hybrid I ever created!   
Ananas is the most fascinating and 
intriguing genus in Bromeliaceae - there 
are just a few species, with a very wide 
natural distribution and a strong 
relationship with humans. Pre-Colombian 
people got food, fibres, medicine and even alcoholic beverages with Ananas - that's 
why I decided to get into pineapple breeding, I couldn't be outside that history!   
 
What type of Ananas are you currently working on and why? - I’m working with all 
species and as many ecotypes as possible - some wild material can’t even be 
classified as a known species. I’ve completed over 2,000 crosses, but now I’m working 
more with Ananas comosus, the edible pineapple, we are going to the 13th 
generation of hybrids of that species in 2021. 
There are two ways to work on plant breeding: selecting the so called elite genotypes 
and crossing them to grow big numbers of hybrids, selecting the best hybrids from a 
few crosses, or joining a big number of genotypes without paying that much attention 
to the elite ones, and crossing them with your own ideas, making another big number 
of genotypes. Collecting a big gene pool of the wild and cultivated biodiversity of the 
genus Ananas, and spending many years crossing that, creating several new lineages.  
I decided very early in my life that pineapples and ornamental Ananas would be a 
long term project, so I spent over twenty years collecting old varieties and wild 
ecotypes from all over Latin America. With over 1,600 different genotypes, i have 
been crossing and germinating them every week 
 
Over the course of you Ananas breeding program, what are some of the major 
problems you have faced and have you overcome them? - Segregation in pineapple 
breeding is really hard to overcome, because so many traits are under evaluation - 
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but time and money are the major problems - 
and it seems that this is not a very unusual 
problem! 
I just got real original good pineapple 
genotypes after 4 generations. 
 
What is your proudest moment or biggest 
success relating to your Ananas program - 
Started in 1992, the genetic improvement 
program of the Ananas genus first established 
the line for obtaining ornamental varieties, with 
smaller and non-edible fruits - but very 
colourful. In 1996, the line for improving 
pineapples with large, juicy, aromatic, tasty and 
very nutritious fruits was established: our very 
Brazilian pineapples. 
Shortly thereafter, the main objective of this 
cross line became the transformation of 
pineapples into large red - and purple, blue and 
black fruits due to the anthocyanin flavonoid pigment, present in the coloured skins. 
Today we are already in the 12th generation of hybrids obtained by natural methods 
of assisted reproduction, with manual pollination and germination in greenhouses, 
and we are evaluating clonal varieties that resemble giant blackberries and 
raspberries, with natural resistance to major fungal diseases. 
In 2009 we started a new farm on the northern coast of the state of Rio de Janeiro, in 
Quissamã county, a special place that since 1942 is referred in the scientific literature 
as one of the best territories in Brazil for pineapple cultivation - the Terraços 
Marinhos Farm. It's a very old sandy coastal plain that was on the seafloor 6,000 
years ago, and now receives the pure fresh water from Desengano mountains, a 
nearby State park covered by the original Atlantic Forest, full of endemic bromeliad 
species. We bought an old degraded cattle farm, and started sustainable soil 
recovering techniques. A few years later, when we harvested at Terraços Marinhos 
the first very juicy and sweet pineapple fruits, from my own 7th generation varieties I 
had the proudest moment of my entire life! 
The best selected new varieties go on to test for organic pineapple production, a very 
important step in our breeding program: it is well known that commercial pineapple 
plantations depend a lot on fungicide and insecticide use - sometimes applied over 40 
times before harvesting! The main reason for that is MD2, the most popular 
commercial pineapple variety, is very susceptible for fungal diseases - so since the 
end of the 1990s we are using our exclusive genetics for natural fungal disease 
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resistance, and also the advanced ones from the 
main Brazilian agronomic research stations, as 
EMBRAPA and IAC, that already developed 
patented disease resistant pineapple varieties.  
 
So, as much as the original colours and flavours, 
the potential for organic farming is a very 
important aspect of our breeding program - 
agricultural chemical pesticides not only poison 
the environment, but are for our customers the 
opposite of our proposal of healthy delicious 
fruit, full of nutraceutical benefits. 
 
In 2010, the registered trademark of the 
colourful pineapples of BOTANICA POP LTDA 
'Puã' was created by the award-winning 
Brazilian design studio Indio da Costa A.U.D.T., 
based on the sun shape of the cut section of our 
red pineapples and in the word 'Puã', that 

means 'round' in the language of the native Brazilian Tupi-Guarani people - the true 
creators of the domesticated pineapple species Ananas comosus, thousands years 
ago.   

 
 

Growing Ananas 
Optimum soil condition and construction? 
Drainage, drainage and drainage. After that, most of the varieties love organic soil 
and organic nutrients up to the middle of the growing cycle. In pots, we use an 
organic mix made of tritured (granite gravel) and composted pine bark with 14% of 
vermiculite, to that we add 20% of 1 cm washed granitic gravel. It's washed to 
remove the rock powder, and, to mix well, we irrigate a lot the organic mix at the 
night before the day we will mix it with the gravel (that makes the mixture much 
more uniform). The ideal pH is around 5.5, what used to be the range of an organic 
mix. 
 
Do I feed my pineapple with anything either in the soil construction stage or 
chemically/organically through growth stage - Yes, nutrition is the most important 
thing for most of the pineapples - mainly the recently selected varieties like MD1 and 
MD2 - because they were grown and selected using heavy mineral nutritional 
protocols. But some old varieties like the Sugarloaf (from the family of clones that the 
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most popular variety in Brazil, Pérola, belongs) can 
make reasonably good fruit, sometimes with more 
than 1.2 kg, without additional fertilizers, in a good 
and drained clay or organic soil, with lots of sun 
and abundant water once in a week.  Ananas 
comosus needs Calcium, Magnesium and Sulphur 
as macro nutrients, but the most important thing is 
to respect the balance between the 3 major 
nutrients (N,P and K) at each feeding stage: we give 
more Phosphorus (P) at the first stage, more 
Nitrogen (N) at the next 4 stages, and more 
Potassium (K) at the last one, just before blooming 
stage. That means using 3 different fertilizer 
formulas (all of them with micronutrients, mainly 
Ca, Mg and S). 
 
How often should I water my pineapple? Does it need different requirements 
through vegetative and fruiting stage - Yes. We irrigate just the soil once in a week, 
10 mm each time. After the blooming stage, we do it twice a week, 6 mm each time - 
but never over irrigate or do it when is raining well. 
 
Does my pineapple need all day direct sun? At least 3-4 hours a day to make good 
fruit. 
 
Things to be mindful or careful of - Chemicals and pesticide use on commercial  
Pineapples, Tomato’s, Sweet Peppers and Strawberries are between the more 
contaminated foods with fungicides and insecticides. 
I believe in organic farming and we have been working hard for almost 20 years with 
Brazilian genetics for natural fungal diseases resistance - people have to be able to 
eat the whole fruit, including the red skin without fear! 

 

Ananas Elton 
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SPIKEY TIPS 

With all the folk that gather 
round the POND, we are sure 

to find you the answer 
 

If you have a question you would like an 
opinion on email us at 

gcsbs.bromlink@gmail.com 

 
Question Dear Pond 
Why my once beautiful Aeonium Sunburst all is browned off at the ends? 
Asking for a friend 
Signed Percy 
Answer Dear Percy 
There is little you can do when the leaves are sunburnt and have turned brown. I 
would suggest to remove the damaged leaves and then adjust the amount of sun 
exposure your succulent receives. You will find that most succulents enjoy full indirect 
sun that is you can grow your plants through a thin curtain or a glass window that 
protects them from harmful strong light 
 
Question Dear Pond 
I recently found some seed on my bromeliad plant and got excited. I planted it in a 
container on some seed raising mix and put the lid on. 3 weeks later I opened it and it 
was covered with white fungus stuff. Where did I go wrong?  
Signed Poison Ivy 
Answer Dear Ms. Ivy, or can I call you Poison?  
Great to see you are planting seed, what type was it? It’s always good to write a tag 
with the name and date on it. Firstly before planting, microwave the soil (seed raising 
mix) in the microwave for 2 minutes. This helps kill micro bugs, bacteria etc. The next 
thing to do is water with some fungicide such as Yates Mancozeb (Bunnings should 
stock this) Spray the seed afterward so as not to cover them with seed mix. Then pop 
the lid on. This should help with any outbreak of fungus and you should monitor the 
container and respray once a month or whenever an outbreak occurs. If the seed is 
Aechmea seed it’s a good idea to soak the seed in water for 8 days before sowing and 
change the water daily. This breaks down the coating on the seed helping them 
germinate before any fungus sets in. 
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Popular Vote 
Along with our general meeting returning, so does our Popular vote competition. Our 
new format will see a Succulent category and a Bromeliad category. Feb winners were 

 

 
 
  

 
1st  Winteria Monkey Tail  

Peter and Noreen Wright 

 

Winteria Monkey Tail  

Peter and Noreen Wright 

 

 
2nd Euphorbia White Ghost  

Diane Monk 

 

 
3rd Euphorbia decaryi var. 

spirosticha 

David Schubert 

SUCCULENTS 

 

 
1st   Billbergia Kawana Pink Sapphire  

Rob and Rosie Kelly 

 

 

 

 
2nd Neoregelia Hacksaw 

 Jennifer Laurie 

 

 

 
3rd Neoregelia Picolo  

David Shubert 

 
BROMELIADS 
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Top of the class 2020 
The 2020 popular vote 
overall winners were 
presented with their 

Gold Bullion at Febuarys 
meeting. Congratulations 
again for a stella effort in 

2020 

 

 
2021 GCSBS Annual Quiz  

It was a close contest with Rosie producing 
some very tricky questions. Plants, animals, 
rockstars, pronunciation it was a head 
spinner. Congratulations to our winners  
1st  Dave Boudier, 2nd  Shane Weston ,         
3rd Graeme Synold  
P.S there were no Pineapples shared in the 
victory of this Championship 

 

 

The aims of the society are: 
 

(A)   To stimulate interest in the conservation, and to promote the culture and development of 
succulents and bromeliads. 
 

(B)  To acquire and disseminate information regarding these plants and to encourage their 
production and propagation. 
 

(C)  To ban totally from our collection any such plants which become noxious. 
 

(D)  To enlighten members and the public on the dangers of cultivating certain noxious species. 
 

(E)  To give exhibitions, arrange field days, and other events, and to make such publications as 
are deemed desirable. 
 

(F)  To associate, affiliate or otherwise join or connect ourselves with similar bodies or societies. 
 

(G)  To make seeds and plants available to members under the control of the Society. 
 

(H)  To foster family membership and members. 
 


